Bin Ladin Determined To Strike in US

Clandestine, forelgn government, and media reports indicate Bin Ladin
since 1997 has wanted 10 conduct terrorist attacks in the US. Bin Lagn
nphied in US 1elevision inlerviews in 1697 and 1990 hal b olowe's would
lobow the example of Workd Trace Canter bomber Plamil Youse! and "bring
ihe Iighang 1o Amaerica *

ARar US missde svioes on Mg Dase in Alghansian n 1998, Bn Lagw
10l foloweds he wanied 10 relaliale n Washinglon, according 1o
o 0

An Egyptan slamic Jihad (EN) operatve sokd servee
ol the same tme that Bin Ladinn was planning o ¢ operate 'y
sccess 10 the US 10 meunt & termorist sirke.

The mitennium plotting in Canade in 1998 may have been part of
Bin Ladin's firat seclous attempt (o implement 8 terrorist strike In the
US. Convicted plofter Abvmed Flassam has lokd the FBI B he concelved the
iden 10 attack Los Angeles International Avport himsell, but that Bin
Ladn heutenam Abu Zubaydah encouraged m and helped faciitate the
oponu:n Messam also sakd Ml in 1908 Abu Zubaydah was planning his
own US atteck.

Fassam says Bin Ladin was aware of the Los Angeles operation

Although Bin Ladin has not swoceeded, his attacks against the US
Embassies In Kenys and Tanzanis In 1998 demonsirste that he prepares
operations years in sdvance and is not deterred by setbacks. Bin Ladin
associalos survelfed our Embassies in Nalrobi and Dar s Salaam as sary
88 1993, and some membenm of the Nakobl cell plarving the bombings weee
Mnolod and deporied in 1997,

ALQaYds members—inciuding some who are US clifzens—nhave resided
in o traveled 10 the US for years, and the group apparently maintaing s
SUPPOrt structure that could aid attacks. Two al-Oada members found guiry
n the conspimcy 1o bomb ow Embassies in East Alrics wees US citizens, and a
senior EL) member ived in Catlomia in the mic- 19908

A clandesios source saxd in 1998 that a Bin Ladin cell in New York
wis 1ecruiling Muslim-Amarncan youlh for atiacks.

We have not! been able to corroborate some of the more sensations!
theant roporting, such as that from o CEEEENEEENNRE 5o vice in
1990 saying thet Bin Ladin wanted to Njack a US aircraft to gain the
release of “BNnd Shaykh™ "Umar "Abd al-Rahman and other US-held
extremists.



