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mastermind of the first attempt to destroy the World Trade Center, it was revealed
yesterday.

Smith could not be reached for comment.

Lt. Col. Anthony Shaffer - the Able Danger liaison who first went public - yesterday
told The Post Atta popped up on the radar screen because his links to the blind
sheik paralleled those of the 1993 trade center bombers.

"[Data analyst J.D. Smith] found Atta by linkages not to immigration issues but to
the mosque system," he said. "Basically [Atta] was associating with known
radical clerics."
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